Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 291 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.034; wR factor = 0.075; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.8.
The title complex, [Cd(Paba) 2 ]Á2H 2 O or [Cd(C 12 H 9 N 2 O 3 S) 2 ]Á-2H 2 O, was synthesized by the reaction of the potassium salt of 2-(2-pyridylmethyleneamino)benzenesulfonic acid (PabaK) with CdCl 2 Á2.5H 2 O in methanol. The Cd II atom lies on a crystallographic twofold axis and is coordinated by four N atoms and two O atoms from two deprotonated tridentate 2-(2-pyridylmethyleneamino)benzenesulfonate ligands in a slightly distorted octahedral environment. There are extensive hydrogen bonds of the type O-HÁ Á ÁO between the uncoordinated water molecules and the sulfonate O atoms, through which the complex forms a layered structure parallel to (001).
Related literature
For the isostructural Zn compound, see: Cai et al. (2008) . For synthesis of the ligand, see: Casella & Gullotti (1986) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Cd(C 12 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). The O-H donor group of the guest waters and the S=O acceptor group of the Paba ligands participate in the hydrogen bonding and form a two-dimensional network in the ab plane (Fig. 2 ).
The potassium salt of 2-(2-pyridylmethyleneamino)benzenesulfonic acid(PabaK) was synthesized according to the literature methods (Casella & Gullotti, 1986) . 
Refinement
H atoms bonded to C were positioned geometrically with C-H distance 0.93 Å, and treated as riding atoms,with U iso (H)= 1.2U eq (C). Water hydrogens were placed in fixed positions and assigned U iso values of 1.5 U eq of the water oxygen atom.
Figures Fig. 1 . An ellipsoid plot (30% probability) showing the numbering scheme. Dashed lines indicate hydrogen bonds. Symmetry code: 1# -x + 1, y, -z + 3/2.
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